rouer

A roof terrace can add
thousands to the monthly
renital price. But it must
be in tip-top condition,
warns Chris Partridge

very dov dweller loves the idea of
a roof torrace, a hideaway between
the chimney pots for sunbathing.
stargazing or simply escaping the
noise and smells of streetdevel life.

But so many rouf terraces are windswept,
arid places, more Colditz than Shangria.
Isolated at the top of the house, creating and
maintaining a mof terrace ¢an involve a lot of
backbreaking and tedious work, but it is worth
it. especially if the garden is overshadowed
and sunless.

Simon Bhul Davies ofREE Interior Services
Department has just revamped the roof terrace
of a £7 million apartment in Kensingron, as part
of a complete refurbishment. ‘A roof garden can
add value to a property as long as it is in really
good onder,” he says. ‘Applicants sce themselves
sitring outside with the Sunday papers sipping
coffee and freshlysqueezed orange juice,
eating warm crowssants or having long, hazy,
summertime, alfresco dinner parties. Whether
they will ever actually do this is debatable but
this is the type of lifestyle that a roof garden
needs to reflect”

Bhul Davies recommends plants that can
resist the dry. windy conditions that most roof
terraces endure. “Put n jots of lovely big pots
filled with tomary or plants like lavender or
rosemary and add lanterns with big, fat candles
and good-quality furniture,’ he advises. 'Avoid
high-maintenance plants rhar die quickly!

Reviving the Kensingron roof garden did not
involve major work to transform it from a cold,
blezk starage area for ald deck chairs into an
appealing relaxation space. The wood decking
was cleaned and oiled, and the pots rearranged
to form a coherent spzace. The straggly. barely-
alive plants were thrawn out and replaced wirh
bushes and dwarf trees, and the soil covered in
lightcoloured scalpings to help retain moisture.
A pair of loungers and a big. joily sunshade
push the subliminal message that this is a place
for serigus R'n'R.

This picture 3 Kensingtan roof
termacs revamped by Simon Bivdl
Davies. Right. Dunbar Wharf ~ 3
lovely carly Victorian warchouse

Don't lose sight, however, of the practicalities
and remember that this is primarily not a
garden but a roof with a structural job of work
o do. Always efsure that the floor of the
terrace is watertight and doesn't leak.” says Buhl
Davies. ‘Jet wash it regularly to keep it looking
clean and fungus and moss free. Decking keeps
it looking neat and crisp.'

Rache! Hunter of @il Sloane Square office
is currently looking for a tenant for a lovely first-
and secondfloor apartment in Wilton Crescent,
which has a huge roof garden at first-floor
level. opening conveniently off the Idtchen
Green wellises help maintain privacy and create
an architecture for the space, and terracotia
pots contain a varicty of hardy perconials.
The decling is immaculate. The property is
being marketed at a guide price of £1.975 per
wreek,” says Hunter *f reckon that without the
garden the property would have a guide price of
between £1.400 and £1.500 per week."

‘That's my idea of horticulture - & garden that
brings in £500 a weelke

The Piers Goughdesigned flats at Dundee
Wharf in Decidands feature roof terraces as
well as spectacular sun rooms locarted in a
freestanding tower next t the flats, which are
styled to be reminiscent of a dockside crane.
Getting to the sunrooms imolves negotiating
an aerial walkway, which can be quite
intimidating on a windy day. | am wld. Once
in the room, however, one begins to apprecate
the incredible views aver the Thames. And on
still days you can open the patio doors and
£ill your lungs with fresh air [something of a
rare commedity in the metropolis). Cluttons in
Wapping is letting the t0th-floor flat in Dunder
Wharfat £1,350 a week. @

B Designer David
Connor has createc a
memorble interice
in & three-badmom
flazin Unden
Garcens, Notting Hill,
Gadget icvers wil
adore pressing &
button 1o slide the
roof back ard let the
culside come

The rent 's £2250
awrek through
Marsh & Parsons,
020} 7243 5390

B A big latesal
apartment in Font
Swest has been
formed by knocking
flazs in odfoining,
howses nto one,
cresting 2 practical
space but also a
tunnel through the
thick party wall that
Is a bit reminiscent
ofa dungron in

the Chateeu dif
Ayiesord, (C2C)
7351 2363, s askng
€2.500 3 week,

B Dunbar Wharf i
Narrow Streel is a
Iovely early Victorian
warehouse with bare
brick wails and
massive timber
beams, with some
windows koxing

out cn a itle-known
but picturesque

Inlet of the Thames
krown as Limehouse
Dock. Cluttens,

020 7428 4858, 5
sewking £1,400
perweek forit

8 One of the best
thrgs about first
ficor flats in pericd
beiicings @ the high
cedings. One such
apartment, in
Redcliffe Square.
Chelsea, ison the
mardezt with jobn D
Weod, D201 7352
6111, and comes
wills a rocf gaden
averiooking the
Gathic fantasy of St
Luke's church The
rent is £700 a wesk,

vww.thelondonmagazine.co.uk

RENTALS TLM 247



